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Dancers Ayaka Kamei, Joe Laluzerne, and Lauren Treat, along with bassist Zach Kirsimae, at Dobbs Ferry Waterfront Park. Photo by Tim Lamorte.

Event to intertwine Fats and ballet

Company to stage
free performance at park

BY JULIAN MICHAEL CALDWELL

DOBBS FERRY — A free dance perfor-
mance at Waterfront Park on July 19 will
celebrate the music and life of influential
jazz pianist, composer, and singer Fats
Waller. The 44-minute program, titled “Fats
Waller’s Rhythm,” will be presented by Mor-
Dance, a Yonkers-based troupe founded by
Hastings resident and choreographer Mor-
gan McEwen.

“I think it’s incredible that multiple nights
per week, during the summer months espe-
cially, you can go hear great jazz music in
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the Rivertowns,” McEwen told the Dispatch.
“And I'love the idea of MorDance contribut-
ing to that in a little bit of a different way.”
“Fats Waller’s Rhythm” was developed by
McEwen and first performed by her company
in 2018 at Aaron Davis Hall at City College
in New York City, as part of a CUNY Dance
Initiative Residency. Next Saturday in Dobbs
Ferry, a five-piece live band and a vocalist
will support a cast of eight dancers, among
them Scarsdale resident Ayaka Kamei and
Washington Heights resident Daniel Powers,
who also danced in the 2018 performance.
“Back in 2018, when this work was getting
made, I was living in Upper Manhattan,
and started going to some of the incredible
jazz clubs that are there,” McEwen recalled.
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“And in that, youre going and listening to
jazz music, you're not dancing. And in the
origin of these jazz clubs and these Harlem
Renaissance house parties, dance was so
engrained in the music, and I think that’s
something that’s been lost over the decades.”
“Fats Waller’s Rhythm” uses 10 songs either
composed by Waller or made famous by his
performance of them, including “This Juke
Is Jumpin,” “Up Jumped You With Love,”
and “Ain’t Misbehavin.” Some of the songs
in the program not credited to Waller may
have been written by him, as it’s rumored
that while he was going through financial
struggles, he sold some of his songs to oth-
er composers and allowed them to take the
Continued on page 16

Warehouse
proposed for
former biotech
office park

BY AMY BOCHNER

GREENBURGH — The Ardsley Village
Board of Trustees heard a proposal to rede-
velop 410-460 Saw Mill River Road (Route
9A) into a 280,000-square-foot warehouse
at their June 16 meeting.

The 42.69-acre site is located one-third of
mile south of the Ardsley border, in unincor-
porated Greenburgh, but the project’s repre-
sentatives sought the mayor’s and trustees’
perspective on the proposal.

Since 2011, the property has been owned
by BioMed Realty, a life-science real estate
developer owned by the investment firm
Blackstone. Representing the project at the
village board meeting were attorney Jenni-
fer Gray of Keane & Bean; Ethan Warsh,
director of development at BioMed Realty;
and Paul Sysak, project manager for civil
engineering firm JMC.

The property’s most recent tenant, Acorda
Therapeutics, told BioMed Realty in 2017
that they were planning to vacate by 2022.
Since 2017, BioMed Realty has been seek-
ing a new tenant, without success. As a re-

Continued on page 4

— You Answered —

How do you engage with your village's
library? Select all that apply.

As answered by 172 readers of the Rivertowns Dispatch
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Borrow other media
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Jeep recovered: A 2023
Jeep Wrangler stolen from
the parking lot at 11 Ash-
ford Avenue on June 29
was recovered on Herriot
Street in Yonkers on June
30. At the time of theft, the
vehicle had been unlocked
with a key fob inside.

Identity theft attempt:
On June 30, a Dobbs Fer-
ry resident received an
alert from ID Watchdog
about an unauthorized
loan application filed with
the Hudson Valley Credit
Union.

Mischiefto shed and
sign: An unidentified man
damaged a shed and a
sign outside Hudson River
Landing, 145 Palisade St.,

on Wednesday, July 2, be-
tween 4:30-4:40 p.m.

Theft of packages: An
unidentified man stole
three packages outside a
home on Briary Road on
Wednesday, July 2, at 8
p-m. The packages con-
tained $115 worth of items
from Amazon and Target.

Theft of bicycle: An un-
secured Trek Marlin 5 bi-
cycle was stolen from out-
side Sushi Niji, 73 Main
St., between Tuesday, July
1, and Thursday, July 3.

Suspended license: A
27-year-old Yonkers res-
ident was arrested for a
suspended driver’s license,
a misdemeanor, on Cedar
Street on the evening of
Thursday, July 3.

Obstruction arrest: A
25-year-old Bronx resi-
dent was arrested in re-
sponse to reports that he
was peddling door to door
on Ashford Avenue on the
afternoon of Friday, July
4. In addition to ped-
dling without a permit, a

violation, he was charged
with two misdemean-

ors — resisting arrest and
obstructing governmen-
tal administration. Officer
Steven Coradin made the
arrest.

DWI arrest: A 76-year-
old Dobbs Ferry resident
was arrested for driving
while intoxicated, a misde-
meanor, at the intersection
of Main and High streets
on the evening of Friday,
July 4. Officer Anthony
Muratore made the arrest.

Assault: On July 5, a
50-year-old Sleepy Hollow
resident reported that a
man he knows punched
him in the face on Palisade
Street on the morning of
Friday, July 4. The victim
was treated at a hospital.
The suspect had not been
arrested as of July 7.

Six-figure scam: A

Dobbs Ferry couple was
scammed out of $119,200
between June 16 and July
5. The scam started with
an email that appeared to
be from the Best Buy Geek

Squad and then escalated
with notices about money
transferred into their bank
account, which they were
told was an accident and
which they were directed
to pay back.

Identity theft: On July 6,
a Dobbs Ferry resident re-
ported an attempt to open
an unauthorized Capital
One credit card account
on July 4.

Suspended registration:
A 28-year-old New York
City resident was arrest-
ed for a suspended vehicle
registration, a misde-
meanor, on Ogden Avenue
on the afternoon of Sun-
day, July 6. He was also
cited for no auto insur-
ance and for an improp-
er license plate — both
violations.

Tracking device: On June
30, a Yonkers resident
reported that a tracking
device was found on her
grandmother’s car, and
Continued on page 4
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— FOUR QUESTIONS WITH —

Joseph Squillante

Photographer shares
his passion for
the Hudson River

BY JANINE ANNETT
Peekskill resident Joseph Squillante has
been capturing the beauty of the Hudson
River for 50 years. Currently, the Hudson
River Museum in Yonkers is showcasing
Squillante’s perspective in “Lens on the
Hudson: Photographs by Joseph Squillan-
te,” on view until Oct. 9.

From its source at Lake Tear of the Clouds
in the Adirondacks all the way down to its
mouth in New York City, the Hudson River
— and many of the people, wildlife, and wa-
tercraft that are on, in, or near it — is richly
documented in Squillante’s work. “Lens on
the Hudson” also illustrates the intersection
of beauty and activism, as Squillante has ar-
chived the sloop Clearwater, PCB cleanup
efforts, eagle banding, and environmental-
ists who have played a vital role in the river’s
restoration and preservation.

The Dispatch spoke to Squillante about
his art and the Hudson’s enduring influ-
ence on him.

Rivertowns Dispatch: What do you love
about the Hudson River?

Joseph Squillante: As a photographer,
the Hudson River is continuously offering
me magnificent images. The light when
you're near the water is even more empha-
sized by the sky and the atmospheric con-
ditions and the magnitude of the river. I've
been up to Lake Tear of the Clouds and the
top of Mount Marcy — what we see down
here, the estuary, is so vastly different from
the river up beyond Albany, where the river
is a whole other kind of environment. The
Adirondacks are 6 million acres of wilder-

ness, larger than the state of New Jersey.
It’s so vast that I'd need another two or
three lifetimes, really, to cover it as well as
I'd like to.

I realized very early on that it’s the water
itself that captured my heart. I found that
my mission is very simply to raise awareness
of the beauty of the river through photog-
raphy. The thing that I'm very grateful for
is that I recognized the beauty and magnif-
icence of it almost immediately.
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Piermont Marsh, by Joseph Squillante

RD: Why did you choose photography as
a way to capture the beauty of the Hudson?

JS: When I was a little boy, my father was
an amateur photographer, and I would take
his cameras out of the china cabinet and
look at them. That’s what got me started.
Also, photography is capable of capturing
so much in an instant, so many images and
places and people and wildlife, so it was the

perfect medium, really.

I grew up in the Bronx. It was a suburban
area with big trees lining the streets with
private and semi-attached houses. I lived
there for my first twenty years. My childhood
friend Tom Scarano and his wife Joy bought
a house in Tivoli, right on the Hudson with a
view of Overlook Mountain in the Catskills
— right across from the river. This is where
“the river came to me.” I'd work on their

Continued on page 17

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
HASTINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH (AT FIVE CORNERS — 18 FARRAGUT AVE.)

We are a Christian Church where families have come for generations
to be in community and to connect with God and our neighbors.
Join us to worship every Sunday at 10 a.m.

NOW HIRING: We are looking for a Sunday School Teacher who is:
Enthusiastic about Christianity and teaching children, welcoming and inclusive to
all people, reliable, and able to make Bible stories come alive.

Pay $25 to $30 per hour; 3-4 hours every Sunday; apply today!

Call 914-478-1560 or email Frc1850@aol.com

https://frchoh.org /welcome

MON-FRI 7TAM-7PM
SAT 8AM-1PM
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OrthoCare

PHYSICAL THERAPY & SPORTS REHABILITATION

Orthopaedic « Sports Injuries

Hands On « Manual Therapy Approach « Pre & Post Surgical Care
Knee and Shoulder - Spinal Rehabilitation « Auto/Work Related Injuries

Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Including Medicare, Workers Comp, and No Fault

1053 SAW MILL RIVER ROAD, ARDSLEY
(914) 693-2350




4 — Rivertowns Dispatch — Friday, July 11, 2025

410-460 Saw Mill River Road

Continued from page 1

sult, BioMed decided entitling the site for
warehouse use would be the best strategy to
find a buyer, Warsh explained. Entitlement
is the process of obtaining legal rights and
approvals from a governmental entity to de-
velop a property for a specific use.

“We are exclusively a life-science real es-
tate developer, so in order to better be able
to sell the site to a future user, we feel that
we’d like to entitle the site for warehouse
use,” he said. “We have no intention of build-
ing the site, but it adds a lot of value for us
to sell a pre-entitled site versus selling a site
and saying, ‘You go entitle it.”

On the western portion of the proper-
ty, alongside Saw Mill River Road, there
are four “relatively dated lab office build-

ings,” Warsh said. Sysak shared that these
would be demolished and redeveloped into
a 280,000-square-foot, 45-foot-high ware-
house. The development would also include
298 parking spaces located in the front and
on either side of the warehouse. There are
now four curb cuts; the proposal consol-
idates them to two. Seventy-nine loading
bays would be constructed in the rear of
the building so as not to be visible from Saw
Mill River Road. Finally, 110 trailer spaces
would be created behind the warehouse, on
a plateau. The Crown Castle antenna on the
property, Sysak said, would remain.

Gray emphasized that the proposal is not
for a fulfillment or distribution facility.

“We have been very clear with the Town of
Greenburgh that we are seeking warehouse
[use] only,” she said. “In fact, we've had dis-
cussions with the Town that we would be

willing to have the approval conditioned on
the fact that this will not be a fulfillment
center. There was even discussion with the
development department that a condition
could be attached by the town board such
that before anybody gets a building permit
to construct this, a lease would have to be
presented that shows that this will not be
leased to a fulfillment center-type use.”

Gray also explained the difference be-
tween warehouse and distribution use.

“It all comes down to the length of time
the goods are stored,” she said. “This is not
the type of building where the goods will
be stored on a short-term, very frequently
overturning basis. This would be the type
of use where, for example, maybe a region-
al retailer has an overstock of material and
needs a place to store that overstock until
they need to bring it to their realty location.”

The entire project, Warsh said, is zoning
compliant.

Mayor Nancy Kaboolian expressed con-
cerns about the warehouse leading to in-
creased traffic, particularly with trucks
coming off the state Thruway (I-87). In
response, Gray referenced the traffic study
submitted to the New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation and the Town of
Greenburgh’s consulting traffic engineer.
According to Gray, the study showed that
“the total peak weekday a.m. hour truck
trips would be 6, and p.m. peak would be 8.”

The team has submitted a site plan ap-
plication to the Greenburgh Town Board,
which authorized the circulation of a notice
of intent to be the lead agency for SEQRA
purposes on May 14. The next step is for
the town board to refer the project to the
planning board for advisory review.

Blotter
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that it was first noticed
while the car was parked
on Rosedale Avenue in
Hastings in April. Her
grandmother also lives in
Yonkers.

Suspended license and
registration: A 37-year-
old Yonkers resident was
arrested for a suspended
driver’s license and vehicle

registration, both misde-
meanors, on Broadway
(Route 9) on the morning
of Tuesday, July 1.

Suspicious letters: On
July 1, a Hastings resi-
dent reported that he had
received two unsigned
letters in the mail urging
him to run for mayor of
Hastings.

Theft from Foodtown: An
unidentified man shoplift-

ed $300 worth of items
from Foodtown, 87 Main
St., on the afternoon of
Wednesday, July 2. The
theft was reported to the
police on July 3.

Theft of Audi: A 2017
Audi A4 was stolen from
Cedar Street between July
3-4, and then recovered
on West 143rd Street in
Manhattan through the
use of a tracking device.
During that same time-

frame, change was stolen
from an unlocked vehicle
on High Street.

Suspended license: A
25-year-old Yonkers res-
ident was arrested for a
suspended driver’s license,
a misdemeanor, on Farra-
gut Avenue on the morn-
ing of Sunday, July 6.

Contempt arrest: A

35-year-old Dobbs Fer-
ry resident was arrested
for violating an order of
protection by stopping by
the home of an Irvington
resident on Wednesday,
July 2. He was charged
with criminal contempt in
the second degree, a mis-
demeanor. Officers Ryon
Burnett and Anthony Di-
Nardo made the arrest.

Stolen property arrest:
A 38-year-old Irvington

resident was arrested for
possession of a stolen mo-
ped on North Dearman
Street on the afternoon
of Sunday, June 29. The
moped had been report-
ed stolen from New York
City on April 17. He was
charged with criminal
possession of stolen prop-
erty in the fourth degree,
a felony. Officers Brandon
Belles, John Bloomfield,
and Patrick Garvey made
the arrest.

prosthodontics

66 main st, dobbs ferry, ny 10522 -

preventative and aesthetic dentistry

914-750-3333 -

don't forget that you have

a beavutiful smile

see a dentist to maintain it.

book your
next visit at
parlor dental

info@parlordental.com
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— Coming Up This Week —

Planning Board Meeting
Monday, July 14, 8 p.m.
Village Hall
Agenda available at ardsleyvillage.gov.

Adult Summer Reading Book Share
Tuesday, July 15, 11 a.m.
Ardsley Public Library
Register by emailing
peggym@ardsleylibrary.org

Senior Field Trip:
Italian American Museum
Wednesday, July 16, 11 a.m.
Email placy@ardsleyvillage.gov for details.

Summer Reading Club:
Robert Rivest Comic Mime
Thursday, July 17, 5 p.m.
Ardsley Public Library
For kids who've just finished grades K-5
Register at ardsleypubliclibrary.org.

Library Board Meeting
Thursday, July 17, 7:30 p.m.
Ardsley Public Library

Celebrate Greenburgh Day
Saturday, July 19, 10 a.m. (rain date July 20)
Anthony F. Veteran Park, 11 Olympic Lane
Admission: $7 pool entrance fee;
free after 6 p.m.

Festivities include dunk tank, music, mini golf,
inflatable water slides, and face painting.
Fireworks begin after 9 p.m.

Senior Event: Pancake Breakfast
Wednesday, July 23, noon
Ardsley Community Center

Ayo Obi Ardsley Tennis Tournament
Saturday, Sept. 6, 9 a.m.—noon for women'’s
doubles, 1-4 p.m. for men'’s doubles
Sunday, Sept. 7, 9 a.m.—noon for mixed doubles
Rain dates: Sept 13-14
Fee: $25 Ardsley resident, $35 nonresident
Register by Sept. 3 at ardsleyny.myrec.com

Local Board Positions Open
The Village is currently accepting applica-
tions from residents interested in serving on a
board, commission, or committee.
Visit ardsleyvillage.civicweb.net/Portal /
BoardApplication.

Got news?
Email staff writer Amy Bochner at
amy@rivertownsdispatch.com
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Emily Dziak (above), who will play Juliet, and Dan Kelly (below), who will play Romeo.

Timeless love staged for upcycling times

Romeo and Juliet’ receives a
homegrown twist

BY AMY BOCHNER

The River’s Edge Theater Company will
bring Romeo and Juliet’s love story to life
next weekend with their second annual
Homegrown Shakespeare at the Bethany
Arts Community in Ossining.

Last year, River’s Edge debuted Home-
grown Shakespeare with a production of
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” According
to artistic director Meghan Covington of
Ardsley, they were inspired by other com-
panies creating no-rehearsal Shakespeare
shows. Covington said River’s Edge want-
ed to put a sustainable spin on the idea
“because of our mission to inspire social
change,” and “because climate change is
important to us.”

The ground rules include the actors not
being able to rehearse with one another
until the night before the performance. All
props and costumes must be made out of
materials the actors have at home, with-
out purchasing anything new. Actors are
encouraged to be resourceful, according to
Covington.

“Last year there were fairies in ‘Midsum-
mer, so things [were] made out of actual
nature, like flowers and vines and sticks,”
she said. “This year, for ‘Romeo and Juliet,
we're starting to craft the weapons, and
most of them are made out of cardboard...
We even have a gun that’s made out of old

paper-towel rolls and some glitter glue. It’s
a nice opportunity to be creative and see
what we can create with the things that we
find around our house.”

The company chose “Romeo and Juliet”
for because of its familiarity and relevant
themes.

“We first thought that if we’re bringing
actors together to do a show that is unre-
hearsed, that it’s best to choose a Shake-
speare show that is well known and not
obscure, because that might be harder for
people to follow — actors and audience,”
she said. “Also, right now, there’s so much
divide happening in our country and in the

world. We wanted to drive home that mes-
sage of sticking to compassion and love and
reaching across those walls so that we can
be better neighbors and community mem-
bers to each other.”

Twelve actors will participate in the
production, six of whom were also in last
year’s Homegrown Shakespeare. Playing
the star-crossed lovers will Dan Kelly and
Emily Dziak. They will be accompanied by
Kathryn Alexander, Mark Cajigao, David
Covington, Meghan Covington, Alejandro
Flores, Jacob Irons, Jonny K, Chase Lee,
Traci Redmond, and Josh Santiago. Jessi-
ca Irons will be the director with Monica
Robles as the stage manager.

In keeping with the theme of sustainabil-
ity, 10 percent of the ticket sales will be do-
nated Riverkeeper, an Ossining-based non-
profit that focuses on protecting the Hudson
River and its tributaries.

The overall goal of Homegrown Shake-
speare is to set an example.

“If we can put a whole Shakespeare show
up and not buy a single thing, then hopeful-
ly people might think twice about clicking
that button to buy the Amazon order or
buying that fast fashion item of clothing,”
Covington said. “We’re hoping that they
take this idea and apply it to their every-
day life as well.”

Tickets cost $30 for general admission
and $20 for seniors and students at riv-
ersedgetheatre.com/onstage. The perfor-
mances will July 19 at 4:30 and 7:30 p.m.;
the July 20 at 4 p.m.
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BY AMY BOCHNER

Three public hearings on Monday, Aug. 4,
at Ardsley Village Hall will cover the topics of
fees in lieu of off-street parking, murals, and
a contract between the Village and Verizon.

The first hearing is on an amendment
to Chapter 200-71K of the Ardsley Village
Code, which regards the fee a developer pays
to the local government instead of providing
the required number of parking spaces on-
site for a new development. The amendment
expands the program to be applicable within
the B-1, B-2, and B-3 (business) districts and
increases the assessment rate from $10,000
to $20,000 for each space. The fee must be
paid in full at the time of site plan approval;

ARDSLEY
Public input welcome on parking fees, murals, and TV contract

currently the fee may be paid over a maxi-
mum of 10 years, with interest.

The amendment also adds that the funds
from the fee shall be used solely for the ben-
efit of the enumerated districts. The permit-
ted uses of these funds include constructing
or improving parking facilities, transporta-
tion enhancements, and pedestrian improve-
ments to serve the B-1, B-2, and B-3 districts.
The payment in lieu rate will be periodically
reviewed to ensure it is fair and represents
current costs and/or improvement expenses.

The second public hearing is for an
amendment to Chapter 156 of the Village
Code, entitled “property maintenance.” The
amendment creates a new section on mu-

rals, including guidelines and an application
process. Proposals would be reviewed by the
Ardsley Arts Commission and approved by
the village board. The criteria include that
the mural is aesthetically appealing, in an
appropriate location, not in an area dense
with other murals, and on a scale that is har-
monious with the surrounding environment.

Murals are only permitted in the B-1 and
B-2 districts, on the side or rear walls of
buildings. The art “should bring warmth
and joy to life with bold uplifting colors”
and can only include “designs celebrating
themes in nature, flowers, animals, sea life,
lush plants, cultural/historical elements of
the village, abstract or geometric forms.”

They cannot obscure windows or entry-
ways, or include commercial messaging or
obscene material. The routine maintenance
of the mural would be the responsibility of
the business owner or the Village, if located
on public property.

The final public hearing is to discuss the
granting of a cable TV franchise agreement
between the Village and Verizon New York,
Inc. The municipal buildings this would
provide cable service to are Village Hall, the
public library, the community center, fire-
house, highway garage, Concord Road Ele-
mentary School, and Ardsley High School.

The Aug. 4 hearings begin at 7:30 p.m.
For further details visit ardsleygov.org.

— COMMUNITY BRIEFS —

Italian honor society

Eleven Ardsley High School students
were inducted into the Societa Onorar-
ia Italica — the National Italian Honor
Society for High School Students, spon-
sored by the American Association of
Teachers of Italian. The inductees were
Nate Caldara, Angel Cortes Avila, Tess
Castellano, Ava Medina, Kiera Murray,

Gabrielle Monti, Kiarra Parikka, Isabel-
la Porco, Sofia Rodriguez, Renee Serban,
and Juliana Viggiani.
Town salutes
Pioneer League team

The Ardsley High School Pioneer bas-
ketball team was honored during the
Greenburgh Town Board meeting on
May 28. Established by the New York
Special Olympics, the Pioneer League
allows student-athletes to compete in

soccer, handball, and basketball against
teams from other local districts through-
out the year.

For the Panthers, the honorees were
players Pearse Gibbons, Mikail Gilani,
Lindsey Hernandez, Alizey Leal, Tim-
othy Lewis, Eliezer Lopez, Claudia Lu-
sha, Frederick Martorell, Johnny McGoey,
Ethan Merola, Matthew Skific, and Miles
Weinberg. Coaches Sherril Bastardi and
Corsini Ciceron, as well as chaperone
Phyllis Berardo, were also recognized.

Trills and Thrills
The Ardsley High School Concert Band,
Wind Ensemble, Select Chorus, Orchestra,
and Chamber Orchestra earned superior
ratings, the highest honor, at the Trills and
Thrills Music Festival in Neptune City, New
Jersey, on May 30.
Texas graduate
Allison Fein earned a bachelor of busi-
ness administration, with honors, from the
University of Texas at Austin on May 10.
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piccola
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empanadas

FRESH PASTA
sauces

READY MEALS
desserts

SWITH

GLUTEN-FREE AND DAIRY-FREE
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
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25 Cedar St, Dobbs Ferry
(914) 407-0014
piccolamarket.com
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— Coming Up This Week —

Zine Workshop
Monday, July 14, 4-5 p.m.
Dobbs Ferry Public Library
For ages 8-12. Registration required at
childrens@dobbsferrylibrary.org.

Virtual Writers’ Circle
Tuesday, July 15, 2 p.m.
Email reference@dobbsferrylibrary.org for
the Zoom link.

Project Mover E-Bike Ribbon Cutting
Tuesday, July 15, 5:30 p.m.
Dobbs Ferry Public Library
Board of Trustees Meeting
Tuesday, July 15, 7:30 p.m.
Village Hall
Agenda available at dobbsferry.com.
Outdoor Concert Series:

Fran Vielma Quartet
Wednesday, July 16, 6:30-8 p.m.
Waterfront Park
A pre-concert family-friendly Jitterbugs
Jam begins at 5:30 p.m. Cancellation due
to inclement weather will be announced by
2 p.m. on Facebook and at jazzforumarts.org.

Spin Art
Thursday, July 17, 10:30 a.m.
The Keeper's House, 15 Walnut St.
For ages 3 and up. Registration required at
childrens@dobbsferrylibrary.org.

Toddler Storytime
Friday, July 18, 10:30 a.m.
Keeper's House, 15 Walnut St.
Nature-themed storytime and craft activity
for ages 2-4.

Friday Night River Jam
Friday, July 18, 5-9 p.m.
Waterfront Park
The concert series continues with The Archives,
7-9 p.m., plus The Steak Truck food truck.

Winter in July Movie Series:
“Home Alone”
Friday, July 18, 8:30 p.m.
East Lawn of the Keeper's House, 15 Walnut St.
Free; bring your own chair or blanket
and refreshments.

Got news?
Email staff writer Julian Michael Caldwell at
julian@rivertownsdispatch.com
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Schools Superintendent Ken Slentz participates in a panel discussion about cell phones in schools hosted by the Rivertowns Dispatch on March 26.

Schools super signs on for three more years

District extends contract
through 2028

BY JULIAN MICHAEL CALDWELL

Dobbs Ferry Schools Superintendent Ken
Slentz has signed on to a three-year contract
extension that runs through June 30, 2028. In
the agreement between Slentz and the board
of education, he will be paid $308,739 for the
2025-26 school year. That could increase for
the subsequent years of his contract.

Slentz was hired to lead the Dobbs Ferry
School District in 2022, after four years as
superintendent of the Ballston Spa Central
School District in upstate Saratoga County,
and four years as superintendent of the Ska-
neateles Central School District in Ononda-
ga County prior to that. He first became a
superintendent in 2002, in the Long Lake
Central School District in Hamilton County,
and also spent four years with the New York
State Education Department as associate
commissioner of Curriculum, Instruction
and Field Services, and deputy commission-
er of P-12 Education. When he took the helm
at Dobbs Ferry, schools worldwide were be-
ginning to return to a new sort of normalcy
after the Covid-19 lockdown.

“There was still some hangover from it
[the pandemic] relative to student atten-
dance,” Slentz told the Dispatch. “There
were some gaps that we were seeing in stu-
dent performance.”

Improving attendance has been a focus for
the district since Slentz started three years
ago. At the time, the percentage of students
experiencing chronic absenteeism, which was
defined at the time by New York State as a
student missing 10% or more of the school
year, was in the teens, and particularly high

for students with disabilities or economical-
ly disadvantaged students. Slentz came into
the 2024-25 school year with the goal of re-
ducing chronic absenteeism to 6% or less in
the elementary, middle, and high school, and
the goal was met in each of the buildings.

“I'm very pleased with where we are,
but I'm also not ready to rest and say our
work is done,” Slentz said. “We want to be
a high-performing school district because
we have systems of support that give great
opportunities to all of our kids, provide the
appropriate level of support necessary to
get them to that level of success, and then
be able to measure that success such that
we can continue to sustain it.”

Another area of focus for Slentz is estab-
lishing literacy practices that improve read-
ing and reading comprehension skills dis-
trictwide. During his first three years, Slentz,
in collaboration with administrators, staff,
and the board of education, has brought in
new literacy programs, professional learning
for staff, and used data analytics to take steps
toward improving literacy. He began his ef-
forts in 2022 by working with then-Spring-
hurst Principal Julia Drake to run an anal-
ysis of consistencies and inconsistencies in
the elementary school’s reading curriculum.

“As T said to the staff three years ago, I
will never question whether what you’re do-
ing for our children is good, because it is,
and we have good evidence of that,” Slentz
recalled. “The real question is: Is it good
enough for enough kids? And the answer
was ‘no, based on our data.”

As he begins a second three-year term,
Slentz considers establishing stronger lit-
erary practices a top priority.

“[We're looking at] how children actually
learn, and digging into what that cognitive

process looks like, such that we match our
instruction, our assessments, and our cur-
riculum to how children learn.”

Slentz encourages the inclusion of parents
and students in the process of establishing
policy that will support students. While he
believes the district has been good at includ-
ing their input when it comes to developing
policy, he admits that the district has strides
to make in overall communication.

“We're really working hard on better com-
munication and family engagement,” Slentz
said. “That is probably our greatest weakness
as a district, and I think that’s true for a lot
of districts. So we've talked with one of our
strategic planning groups about spending
more time with us on that this year, to help
us define ways that we can do that better.”

Top of mind for Slentz this month is fig-
uring out how the district can continue to
work to meet its goals, despite what could
be a $32,000 cut in funds for professional
learning for teachers and other staff, part of
a $6 billion federal funding freeze on edu-
cational programs announced by President
Donald Trump’s administration earlier this
month. July is also significant as the district
has until Aug. 1 to approve a policy for how
it will implement the State’s recent “bell-to-
bell” ban on students’ use of personal elec-
tronic devices in schools. Slentz expressed
confidence in being able to face these chal-
lenges because of the current school board,
with which he works.

“I'm really happy that this board has this
wonderful focus on teaching and learning, and
creating the conditions that maximize both of
those,” Slentz said. “This is a really thoughtful
and bright group of people. They challenge
me. I appreciate their trust, but I expect their
verification of the work that we’re doing.”
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BY JULIAN MICHAEL CALDWELL

The Dobbs Ferry School District is accept-
ing public comment on its proposed policy
implementing the “bell-to-bell” (entire school
day) ban on students’ personal electronic de-
vices that New York State approved in May.
The State prohibits unsanctioned use of in-
ternet-enabled personal devices on school
grounds in K-12 schools, including during
lunch and study hall periods; requires schools
to provide parents with a way to contact their
children during the day when necessary; se-
cures $13.5 million statewide for schools that
need assistance in purchasing storage solu-
tions for the devices; and mandates that each
public school district has adopted its own pol-
icy to implement the ban by Aug. 1.

Dobbs Ferry’s proposed policy goes a step
further to ban internet and non-internet en-
abled personal devices for the entire school
day, which school board president Brooke
Bass told the Dispatch will help avoid com-
plications over determining if a device is
internet-enabled or not. The policy requires
students who bring the devices to school to
keep them in a locked hallway locker, or, in
the case of elementary school students, their
cubby if lockers are not available. Schools
Superintendent Ken Slentz told the Dis-
patch that he and the district are being “re-

DOBBS FERRY
School district drafts policy for personal electronic devices

alistic” about how quickly the entire school
community will take to the new protocol.
“This is going to be a significant change
for a number of our kids and families, and
so we do expect to make adjustments as we
go along, and students and parents and the
community get used to this approach,” Slen-
tz told the Dispatch. “But at the end of the
day, we are really fortunate. We have good
kids here and the kids are largely going to
comply with what the adults ask of them.
Of course, they’re going to test the system
— that is the nature of being a child — but
we're optimistic that this is going to be fine”
Students caught using a personal electronic
device during school will have it confiscated
by administrative staff, but will not receive a
suspension or detention solely for that breach.
“We're out to educate children, so while en-
forcement will be very strict, we will come
up with ways to help the kids deal with the
change and hopefully make it a positive thing,”
Bass said. “I like to see it more as a teaching
moment as opposed to a punishing moment,
because they’re in our buildings for a finite
amount of time, and then they’ll leave.”
Under Dobbs Ferry’s proposed plan, after
confiscating the device, administrators will
have a conversation with the students, and
their parents or guardians, about the aims
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and benefits of the policy, and discuss how
the district can help the student acclimate.
After approving a policy by Aug. 1, the admin-
istration plans to continue developing specific
regulations for its implementation, such as
the role teachers can or cannot play in deliv-
ering confiscated devices to administrators.

“I want to be very cognizant of the fact that
some of these kids have actual addictions to
these phones, and we don’t want to punish
somebody who has an issue,” Bass explained.
“I think it’s going to be very difficult for alot
of kids who are used to having their phone
on them all the time. I'm hopeful that in the

“We will come up with
ways to help the kids deal
with the change.”

School board president Brooke Bass

summertime parents are starting to say,
‘You're not going to have this, let’s practice.”

Exceptions can be made for students who
need the device to manage their health care,
for translation services, or for helping to care

for a family member. In these cases, parents
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or guardians will need to fill out paperwork
in advance, or students will need the written
recommendation of a school psychologist,
social worker, or counselor, and the approval
of a district administrator. Students may also
use their devices for educational purposes
approved by the administration.

Before the start of the school year, admin-
istrators expect to continue ironing out how
the policy will address high school students
who leave campus during break periods.
Slentz and Bass acknowledge that even af-
ter implementing a policy, it’s still subject to
future amendments. The State requires that
each district publish an annual report at the
end of each school year detailing the enforce-
ment of this policy over the previous year.

“This is a starting point, this is our first
go at this policy,” Bass said. “It will be mon-
itored extensively in the building, and so
we'll see how it goes. Ifit’s not working and
there are kids running to their lockers every
5 minutes, then we’ll pivot.”

Parents, guardians, students, and staff are
encouraged to email comments to policy@
dfsd.org by Friday, July 18. The school board’s
Policy Committee will consider those com-
ments before its final review of the policy. The
final review date has not been scheduled, but
is expected to take place by the end of July.

Cheese

OF THE

“Month

CLUB

Our two featured cheeses this month are
St. Germain, a semi-firm natural rind cheese that instantly
transports us to the Wisconsin shores of Lake Michigan,
inviting us to take in its lovely texture and herbaceous flavors
slowly and thoughtfully; and Gouda Stockalde, a rare
aged Gouda made with the milk of local Frisian cows, which
boasts all of the caramelly, nutty sweetness you
want without being overly sweet.

Use code DISPATCH to get 15% OFF
any Cheese Of The Month Club membership!

3 CEDAR STREET (AT BROADWAY), DOBBS FERRY NY

WWW.BLOOMYDOBBS.COM

(914) 231-6106
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— Coming Up This Week —

Farmers’ Market
Saturday, July 12, 8:30 a.m.—1 p.m.
Commuter Lot, Southside Avenue
For details, visit hastingsfarmersmarket.org.

School Board Meeting
Monday, July 14, noon
Hillside Multi-Purpose Room
Agenda available at hohschools.org.

Double Feature Film Club for Ages 7-12
Monday, July 14, 1-4 p.m.
Hastings Public Library
Screening of “The Incredibles” and “Incredibles
2."” Email amanning@hastingslibrary.org
to register.

Board of Trustees Meeting
Tuesday, July 15, 7 p.m.
Village Hall
Agenda available at hohny.gov.
Sunset Concert Series: Jiglam
Tuesday, July 15, 7-9 p.m.
MacEachron Waterfront Park
Rain location: James Harmon Community
Center, 44 Main St.

Free Class: Preparing for Emergencies
Wednesday, July 16, 6 p.m.
James Harmon Community Center
Registration required at prepare.ny.gov

Senior Thursday
Thursday, July 17, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Screening of “Bull Durham” at the public
library, 1 p.m. (RSVP at has@hastingslibrary.
org); cookies and games at the community
center; and discounts for dining and shopping
for residents over 65. Pick up a free parking
pass at the library or community center.

Planning Board Meeting
Thursday, July 17, 7 p.m.
Village Hall
Agenda available at hohny.gov.

Keeping It Real Book Club
Friday, July 18, 11 a.m.
Hastings Public Library

Discuss pages 402-806 of “The Power
Broker” by Robert Caro.
Email has@hastingslibrary.org to register.

Got news?
Email staff writer Amy Bochner at
amy@rivertownsdispatch.com

Jasper Zimmerman
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Infinities and more propel teen musician

HHS grad takes trove of talent
to Princeton

BY TIM LAMORTE

Before he graduated from Hastings High
School last month, 18-year-old musician
Jasper Zimmerman added to the accolades
he has accumulated since ninth grade.

For the second straight year, Zimmerman
was a winner in the high school jazz soloist
category of the annual DownBeat Student
Music Awards. Published since 1934, Down-
Beat is a monthly magazine with a focus on
“jazz, blues, and beyond.” The award was
for recordings of two jazz standards per-
formed on piano.

Zimmerman was also part of the sev-
en-member Charlie Parker Combo, which
DownBeat recognized for outstanding per-
formance by a high school honors ensemble.
For the 2024-25 academic year, Zimmerman
attended the Jazz at Lincoln Center High
School Jazz Academy, through which he was
amember of the Charlie Parker Combo and
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Youth Orchestra.

During his four years of high school, Zim-
merman received seven individual awards
from DownBeat, and was part of three
groups that won awards. He also received
five awards from the YoungArts National
Arts Competition, including jazz piano and
jazz composition for 2024 and 2025. Found-
ed in 1981, YoungArts is a nonprofit that
recognizes artists between the ages of 15-18.

Starting next month, Zimmerman will ma-
jor in music at Princeton University, the first
Hastings High School (HHS) graduate to at-
tend Princeton since 1992. In his college ap-

plication essay, he described performing with
singer Ruby Pucillo, a 2019 HHS alum, at
Uncle Lefty’s in Hastings. The subject of the
essay was his concept of “contained infinities.”

“Contained infinities, as I've come to un-
derstand them, are structures of infinite pos-
sibility within finite borders,” he wrote. “One
of many possible infinities can always be con-
tained within some framework: a song, a
book, an idea, a painting, even the universe.”

Before college classes commence, Zim-
merman has a slew of gigs, starting this
Saturday, July 12, at the Hastings Farmers’
Market with two other former members of
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Youth Orches-
tra, who are also headed to Princeton. That
evening, he will be part of a different trio
playing at the Reverie Room in Manhattan.

Then, on Sunday, for the second con-

“I get my eye from my mom
and my ear from my dad.”

Jasper Zimmerman

secutive week, Zimmerman will fill in for
the music directors of the First Reformed
Church and North Yonkers Community
Church in Hastings. North Yonkers holds
services at First Reformed.

Next Tuesday, July 15, he will perform at
the Boston University Tanglewood Institute as
part of the Berkshires Jazz Festival. Titled “The
Return of the Prodigies,” the concert will fea-
ture Zimmerman and a fellow pianist who are
both alums of the Pittsfield CityJazz Festival’s
annual Jazz Prodigy Concert. (Zimmerman

prefers not to describe himself as a “prodigy.”)
Zimmerman’s first paid performance was
in 2020, at age 13, at the Upstream Gallery
in Hastings. He started playing the piano, and
composing music, at age 7. At age 10, he and his
father, Andy, began busking in Central Park as
“Jazzy Jasper and Pops,” with Andy on ukulele
and Jasper on melodica. Jasper’s mother, Su-
zanne Levine, is an architect and visual artist.
“I get my eye from my mom and my ear
from my dad,” Jasper told the Dispatch.
At HHS, Zimmerman was a member of
the band, jazz band, klezmer band, chorus,
and select chorus (known as The Madrigals).
He was also involved in extracurricular ac-
tivities unrelated to music, such as the quiz
bowl team. In addition to piano, his primary
instruments are bass and trombone.
Zimmerman’s only album, so far, is a five-
track EP titled “Chiptune Samba,” which he
released in 2022. The result sounds like sam-
ba made for a video game. For his senior
internship, he spent the final four weeks of
the academic year composing, writing, and
recording a 3-and-a-half-minute pop song ti-
tled “Lia” for which he played 14 instruments.
“I wanted to have more experience with
songwriting and singing,” he said. “So that’s
why I chose to do this as my internship.”
Though the handle for his YouTube chan-
nel remains @JazzyJasperZ, Zimmerman
has shed that moniker, which was coined
when he was a child. Going forward, he
wants to compose, produce, and perform.
He also wants his music to include more
“implication,” which will allow listeners to
fill in negative space. He describes his cur-
rent trajectory as “heading in a million dif-
ferent directions at once.”
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BY AMY BOCHNER

The Hastings School District has received
the results of an internal audit regarding its
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) and
English as a New Language (ENL) programs.

During a school board meeting on June
17, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum
and Instruction Melissa Szymanski said the
district has been receiving feedback about
cultural competence from three different
sources. The first was from the Inclusion
Working Group (IWG), which came out of
a district Diversity Committee meeting. The
second was provided by the audit conducted
by Cherry Bekaert, LLP. The board has yet
to receive the third, which is a report from
the Tri-State Consortium outlining recom-
mendations for the district to consider.

What the district refers to as DEI, the au-
dit refers to as DI. The audit includes nine
findings and recommendations, to which
the district is required to provide a man-
agement response and action plan. Each
point also includes a deliverable date and
an assigned administrator.

The findings are separated into three cat-
egories: high, medium, and low risk, which
denote the impact on the district’s ability
to meet its business objectives and conduct

HASTINGS-ON-HUDSON

School district weighs feedback about DEI and ENL programs

its business operations.

The three high-risk findings regard gover-
nance/oversight and program performance
monitoring. The audit recommends that the
district reclassify the DEI and ENL coordi-
nator role to an administrator role; define
clear roles and responsibilities for the devel-
opment of both strategic and tactical plans;
and implement a hotline reporting system
to allow callers to remain anonymous. The

neighboring school districts to determine if
they currently utilize an anonymous hotline”

There are six medium-risk findings, which
touch on training, funding, policy, and more.
The recommendations include implement-
ing more comprehensive and frequent DEI
and ENL training sessions; enhancing the
accessibility of ENL teachers to English lan-
guage learner (ELL) students; deploying
ENL/ELL initiatives that focus on peer-level

The audit includes nine findings and recommendations,
to which the district is required to provide a
management response and action plan.

action plans for these points include review-
ing with relevant stakeholders whether the
coordinator role can become an administra-
tive position, as well as reviewing the cur-
rent strategic plan. The audit states that the
district has concerns about the feasibility
of a hotline, but “will continue to evaluate
this recommendation and will reach out to

inclusion; and increasing or redirecting the
financial resources allocated to the commit-
tee for curriculum-related multicultural ac-
tivities and instructional materials.

The audit also recommends that the dis-
trict refine and enhance the ENL policy to
ensure that it is comprehensive, as well as in-
crease efforts to recruit and retain high-qual-

ity teachers and support staff, including mul-
tilingual teachers and translators. Among the
action plans for these six points are reviewing
the current allocation of funding and apply-
ing for grants; determining the possibility of
offering/requiring enhanced ENL training;
and recruiting diverse, multilingual staff.

The low-risk finding regards communica-
tions and reporting. The recommendation is
for the district to identify different avenues
to encourage feedback to assess engagement
levels among students, teachers, and the com-
munity. The action plan for this is to create a
central repository to house minutes and status
reports from Diversity Committee meetings.

The target completion dates for the ac-
tion plans range from September 2025 to
January 2026.

At the June 17 meeting, Schools Super-
intendent William McKersie said the ad-
ministration will further discuss the audit
at the July 14 board of education meeting.
This would be a preliminary discussion, as
the board awaits the recommendations from
the last of the three sources.

“We want to tie these things together,” he
said. “We have the IWG in hand, we now have
this in hand with the management responses.
The last piece to fit into that is the Tri-State.”

Hastings-on-Hudson
www.makerhive.space

Cardboard Engineering
Fridays 4 to 5 PM| Grades K-2 | Starts 9/19

Builders & Makers (Small Group)

FALL SCHEDULE

TECH & ENGINEERING

Youth Crochet with Linnea
Wednesdays 4 to 5:15 PM

Drop-In available for Tues AM & Wed 5:30 PM classes

Crochet & Knit Meetup

Thursdays 10:30 AM to 12 PM
Adults | Starts 9/18

FIBER CRAFTS

Fall classes start
the week of 9/15

We also host monthly weekend
workshops and “making & craft
parties” for kids and adults!

when you register by August 15th

@ @makerhivespace

Use code “DISPATCH” to get $25 off

Fridays 5:15 to 6:15 PM| Grades 1-3 | Starts 9/19

Level 1: Tinkering Foundations

Tuesdays 4 to 5:15PM

Grades 2-3 | Starts 9/16 e

Thursdays 4 to 5:15 PM students

Grades 4-8| Starts 9/18

Level 2: Smart Making

£x
(=]
Grades 2-3 | Starts 9/15 W

Mondays 4 to 5:15PM

Mondays 5:30 to 6:45 PM

Grades 4-8 | Starts 9/15 For experienced
students only.
Level 3: Creative Tech Contact us to
learn more.

Tuesdays 5:30 to 7PM
Grades 6-8| Starts 9/16

First Lego League Challenge

Thursdays 5:30 to 6:45 PM
Saturdays 1to 2:15 PM
Grades 4-8| Starts 9/18

Grades 4-8 | Starts 9/17

Crochet with Linnea

Wednesdays 5:30PM to 7 PM
Teens & Adults | Starts 9/17

WATERCOLOR

Drop-in Watercolor classes available on all days

Watercolor with Catrin

Wednesdays |10 AM to 12 PM
Teens & Adults | Starts 9/17 §
Watercolor with Catrin @.
Thursdays 7PMto 9 PM

Teens & Adults | Starts 9/18

Watercolor with Catrin 77

Saturdays 10AM -12PM
Teens & Adults | Starts 9/20
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— Coming Up This Weelk —

Halsey Pond Cleanup
Saturday, July 12, 10 a.m.—noon
Meet at the northeast corner
of Halsey Pond
Register at IrvingtonGreen.org/events.

Virtual Lecture: “History of Coney
Island and the Ferris Wheel”
Saturday, July 12, 2 p.m.

Register for the Zoom link at
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Farmers’ Market
Sunday, July 13, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Main Street School, 101 Main St.

Visit theirvingtonfarmersmarket.org and follow
the market on Facebook.

Virtual Lecture: “The Grid That
Made Manhattan”

Monday, July 14, 6 p.m.
Register for the Zoom link at
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Board of Trustees Work Session
Wednesday, July 16, 7 p.m.
Village Hall
To attend via Zoom, visit irvingtonny.gov
for the link.

Green Meadows Farm Visit
Thursday, July 17, 4 p.m.
Irvington Public Library
For ages 3 and up
Registration required at irvingtonlibrary.org.

Thursday Evening Book Club
Thursday, July 17, 7:30 p.m.
Irvington Public Library
Discuss “The Measure” by Nikki Erlick.
Senior Movie: “Yankee Doodle Dandy”
Friday, July 18, 10 a.m.

Irvington Public Library

Hurdy-Gurdy and Piano Concert
Saturday, July 19, 3 p.m.
Irvington Public Library
Jerry Hughes explains how his unusual
instrument works and gives its historical
context at the debut performance
of his piece, “Manhattan Pastoral.”

Got news?
Email staff writer Julian Michael Caldwell at
julian@rivertownsdispatch.com
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Rachel Gatewood as Heidi Schreck and Colin Henning as the Legionnaire
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Play puts noble ideals to personal test

Rivertowns Playhouse stages
Pulitzer finalist

BY LAURA SCHILLER

At age 15, Heidi Schreck traveled to
American Legion halls across the country
giving speeches about the U.S. Constitu-
tion in a scholarship contest. She won —
again and again — and eventually paid for
her entire college tuition with prize earn-
ings. Decades later, as a celebrated actress,
playwright, and screenwriter, Schreck trans-
formed that unusual chapter of her life into
the critically acclaimed play “What the Con-
stitution Means to Me,” a finalist for the
2019 Pulitzer Prize for Drama and nominee
for two Tony Awards.

ShreK’s play premiered at the Helen Hayes
Theater on Broadway in 2019 and ran for
24 weeks. She starred in it, portraying her
teenage and adult self, reflecting on how
the Constitution shaped her life and the
lives of generations of women in her fami-
ly. By stepping into her own story onstage,
Schreck delivered a heartfelt, politically
urgent performance that blurred the lines
between theater and reality.

From July 12 to 27, Rivertowns Playhouse
brings Schreck’s personal, provocative work
to life in the backyard theater of the Irving-
ton Presbyterian Church. The play traces
Schreck’s teenage admiration for the Consti-
tution and explores how her understanding
of it shifted as she matured and began to
encounter firsthand the gap between Amer-
ican ideals and lived experience.

“It’s kind of like how you see your parents
as superheroes when you're young, but as

you age, you meet them as flawed humans,”
actor Rachel Gatewood, who plays Schreck
in this production, told the Dispatch. “The
play asks: How does your relationship with
your country and its founding ideals change
when you begin to see their impact in the
real world?”

The idea to stage “What the Constitution
Means to Me” in Irvington was born out
of a moment of national reckoning. Gate-
wood first shared Schreck’s work with di-
rector Emma Shafer during a rehearsal for
another project, on June 24, 2022, the day
Roe v. Wade was overturned.

“Coming into rehearsal that evening, it
didn’t feel like we could go about business
as usual,” Shafer recalled. “We ended up
talking, grieving, and processing. That night,
Rachel brought up this play, and it became
a shared point of reflection and purpose.”

Gatewood felt an immediate connection
to the play’s themes. “I had gone through a
very similar process to what Heidi describes,”
the actor acknowledged, “wrestling with how
the Constitution protects — or fails to pro-
tect — women, people of color, immigrants,
indigenous women, women with disabilities.
On paper, it’s beautiful. But in practice, I
saw how the system failed me... and I'm a
white woman. That forced me to ask: Ifit’s
failing me, how much worse is it for others?”

Gatewood describes the play as a journey
of uncovering, reckoning, and imagination,
an invitation to examine America’s found-
ing values while also envisioning a more
inclusive future. “The U.S. Constitution is
the oldest in the world,” Gatewood noted.
“Other nations have rewritten theirs to re-
flect the times. Shouldn’t we at least be ask-

ing if we can imagine something better?”

Though centered on Schreck’s story, the
play features a second character: the Legion-
naire, played by Colin Henning, Gatewood’s
longtime friend and fellow Purchase College
alum. Both earned BFAs in acting in 2019.
“He starts out as Heidi’s stern and domi-
neering debate coach, her sponsor at age
15,” Gatewood explained. “But by the end, he
becomes simply the actor beside her, listen-
ing. His transformation mirrors her own.”

That shift is purposeful. “What Schreck
does so brilliantly is ask: What does it mean
to hear a woman speak seriously about pol-
icy? And would people take her more se-
riously if a man is present?” The answer,
she said, is “At first, maybe yes — which is
exactly what the play challenges.”

“What the Constitution Means to Me” is
being produced by Irvington native Kam-
ran Saliani, the founder and artistic direc-
tor of Rivertowns Playhouse. For Saliani,
the play aligns with the theater company’s
mission. Born during the pandemic, Riv-
ertowns Playhouse grew from his desire to
rethink what local theater could be.

“I was inspired by the small-scale agri-
culture movements — farmers’ markets,
high-quality locally sourced produce —
and thought, ‘Why can’t you do that for
theater?”” he said. (Saliani once worked at
Stone Barns Center for Food and Agricul-
ture in Pocantico Hills.) “Broadway and Hol-
lywood are like the industrial food systems.
We're the farmers’ market.”

What began as the Irvington Shakespeare
Company has since evolved into Rivertowns
Playhouse, the resident (and secular) the-

Continued on page 16
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BY JULIAN MICHAEL CALDWELL

A woman disguised as a man while she
flees persecution finds herself in a tricky
situation with her love interest in Shake-
speare’s comedy “As You Like It,” on offer at
Lyndhurst Mansion for four weeks this sum-
mer. The show is a collaboration between
Lyndhurst’s resident M&M Performing Arts
Company and M&M’s frequent partner, Red
Monkey Theater Group. It’s also the debut
theater production in the Palm Court of
Lyndhurst’s greenhouse.

Red Monkey artistic director and Ardsley
native Tal Aviezer describes “As You Like It,”
which is believed to have been written in
1599, as a “classic comedy.” The play centers
around protagonist Rosalind, who’s on the
run in the Forest of Arden, evading violence
and capture in her uncle’s court. For this
production, Red Monkey and M&M chose
to update the setting to post-World War 11
Italy and add traditional Italian songs.

“The guy that she’s in love with [Orlando]
also shows up in the Forest of Arden,” Aviezer
told the Dispatch. “She thinks, ‘Oh crap, I'm
now disguised as a man and this is the guy I
like. Now I can’t really approach him. So she,
in this disguise, befriends him, and alot of the
action in the play is her teaching him what
women want, but pretending to be a guy.”

IRYINGTON
Gender-bending Shakespeare play takes aromp in the open air

Amy Frey as Rosalind and Ariel Francoeur as Celia

To further complicate the situation, Ro-
salind encounters a woman who, mistaking
Rosalind for the opposite sex, thinks she is
the perfect man for her. In the course of her
pretense, Rosalind discovers that there are
things she can do, and freedoms she can en-
joy, that aren’t available to her as a woman.

SEARCHING HIGH AND LOW FOR
FLEXIBLE SUMMER ACTIVITIES?

HNEW KAWAII

LOOK NO FURTHER! &
YNEW KAWAII SUMMER &

full weeks - individual day drop-ins
half days - full days - early drop off - after camp activities

Board Games - Role Playing Games - Art - Crafts & More!

Amy Frey, who plays Rosalind, is
multi-tasking. She is also the production’s
co-director, with Aviezer; the musical direc-
tor; and co-costume designer, with Carolyn
Fuchs. M&M president and vice president
Melinda O’Brien and Michael J. Muldoon
do double-duty as well, as they are part of

CLUB
CAR [
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HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY-FRIDAY ®

3pm-6pm

hudsonsocial.com
11 Station Plaza, Dobbs Ferry
(914) 478-3634

the 11-person cast.

“Rosalind is very interesting because she
has agency in a way female characters typi-
cally don’t in any plays during this time pe-
riod,” Frey explained. “But her lows are low.
Like when she thinks that Orlando doesn’t
love her, or that he’s playing at love and his
love isn’t real, she’s a weeping disaster area
on the floor”

Aviezer plays Jacques, who, despite not
appearing on stage for long, has a speech
famous for its “All the world’s a stage” open-
ing line. Jacques contends that human life is
a mundane journey marked by discontent,
from crying baby to judgmental elder and
inevitable death.

“It’s kind of a reductive, cynical take,”
Aviezer said. “There’s not a lot of joy to this
speech that stands in counterpoint to the
way that Rosalind is living her life. So these
figures are kind of set in opposition to each
other, one of whom is saying life is an ex-
ercise to be gotten through, and the other
person saying actually life has the capacity
for great wonder and joy if you are willing
to love and be loved.”

“He [Shakespeare] sees humanity for
what it is,” Frey added. “He sees people for
what they are with, all their flaws, but he

Continued on page 15

TAKEQUT
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Opinion

The Dispatch welcomes letters to the editor about subjects related to the Rivertowns. Letters must be no more than 300 words, submitted by Monday at noon for that week’s issue,
and include the names, home addresses, and phone numbers of their writers. No letter is guaranteed publication. To submit a letter, visit rivertownsdispatch.com/ contact-us.

State Legislature should probe bidding process and cost overruns for Ardsley Bridge

To the Editor:

The Ardsley Road Bridge over the
Sprain Brook Parkway has been under
construction by a contractor hired by the
New York State Department of Transpor-
tation for more than five years. It took
five years to complete the first half of the

bridge. There are now delays regarding
the second half.

My concern: the bidding process. The
contractor was the lowest bidder for the
job. The contractor claims that they dis-
covered unanticipated repairs that had to
be made on the bridge, causing numer-

ous delays.

How much did the contractor bid for the
bridge construction work over five years
ago? How much has the State had to pay
over the bid amount because of the nu-
merous changes made to the project? How
much has been paid so far for the bridge

construction project?

I think that the state Legislature should
investigate and share info about cost over-
runs and the bidding process, as well as rea-
sons for the delays, with the public.

PAUL FEINER
Greenburgh Town Supervisor

Hastings School District needs to answer questions about future synthetic turf fields

To the Editor:

Once upon a time a tree of enormous pro-
portions graced the grounds of the Burke
Estate. The children nicknamed it “Ele-
phant Tree.”

To this day Hastings residents of a certain
age remember Elephant Tree with rever-
ence. In 1989, County Executive Andrew
P. O'Rourke gave the group “Citizens for
the Burke Estate” — organized to save the
tree and natural environs — a certificate
attesting to the tree’s honor of being New

York State’s largest copper beech (a species
known to live up to 300 years).

Today, that certificate and $5 will get you
a bag of peanuts at Yankee Stadium.

Elephant Tree was lost, and thus began
the era of Burke’s denaturalization. A few
details remain to be ironed out, but the era
will soon reach its nadir as the bulldozers
and flatbed trucks hauling acres of plastic
will be here before we know it.

Will the school district — which has yet
to finalize their specifications — at least

require that the turf be tested before and
after its installation using an independent
testing company such as TestTheTurf.org,
ForeverAnalyticalSolutions.org, or Cyclo-
Pur.com? Will the district at least require
the manufacturer to warranty that the turf
will ultimately be recycled (and not via high-
ly controversial “chemical recycling”)? Will
the district at least require remedies should
the microplastic filtration system be over-
whelmed by the Atlantic Coast’s increasingly
inundating rains? Will the district at least

resist demands that the district relinquish
its right to sue the manufacturer in event of
material breach of contract? Will the district
at least require protections for future trust-
ees so that in the course of good-faith dis-
cussions their free-speech rights are protect-
ed (see “Maker of Fake Grass Sues to Hush
Up Concerns: Blocking Experts’ Talk About
Health Risks,” New York Times, Wednesday,
June 18, 2025)?

RABBI MARK SAMETH

Hastings

Emma,
8 years old

Isabella,
6 years old

— LOCAL DISCOURSE —

What is your favorite thing to do in the summer in the Rivertowns?

Compiled at the Ardsley Ice Cream Social on June 27, Hastings Farmers’ Market on June 28, and

Irvington Farmers’ Market on July 6. By Amanda Scholz

Ethan, 6 years old

Matthew, 11 years old

)

Luca, 7 years old

90 to 4he Pas,

7 years old
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HAPPENINGS IN THE RIVERTOWNS

The Acenda

EDITED BY JENNIFER GOLD

JULY12

Groove Machine: Rock and R&B

ARDSLEY

9 p.m. / No cover charge. Saw Mill Tavern,
925 Saw Mill River Road. Reservations encour-
aged. smtavern.com

“What the Constitution Means to Me”

7 p.m. / Free. Rivertowns Playhouse, 25 N.
Broadway. Opening night of Heidi Schreck’s
humorous and hopeful play imagining how the
U.S. Constitution will shape the next generation,
followed by discussion with Planned Parent-
hood Hudson Peconic. The show runs through
July 27. Recommended for ages 14 and up.
Reserve tickets online. rivplayhouse.org

Highlights Tour

YONKERS

2 p.m. / Hudson River Museum, 511 Warbur-
ton Ave. $13 for adults, $8 for ages 3-18, $9
for students and seniors, free for members and
children under 3. hrm.org

Back to the Garden 1969: Music of
Woodstock

YONKERS

7 p.m. / Free. Untermyer Park and Gardens,
945 N. Broadway. untermyerperformingarts.org

Open-air Performance: “As You Like It”
TARRYTOWN

6 p.m. / $49. Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway.
M&M Performing Arts Company and Red Mon-
key Theater Group present Shakespeare’s com-
edy in the Palm Court at Lyndhurst on Fridays
and Saturdays through Aug. 2. Appropriate for
ages 12 and up. Tickets include access to the
picnic area near the greenhouse stage begin-
ning at 4:30. lyndhurst.org

Ryan Adams: Heartbreaker "25 Tour
TARRYTOWN

8 p.m./ $64-$101. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. tarrytownmusichall.org

Live Jazz: Willie Jones I1I Quartet
TARRYTOWN
7 and 9:30 p.m. / $35, $30 for students. Jazz

Forum Club, 1 Dixon Lane. jazzforumarts.org

JUY13

Opening Reception: “Earth Crisis”

2-5p.m. / Free. Upstream Gallery, 8 Main St.
On view through Aug. 3. Hours: Thursday-Sun-
day, 12:30-5:30 p.m. upstreamgallery.com
Hastings on Jazz

3-5:30 p.m. / Free. VFW Plaza, 558 Warbur-

Rachel Gatewood stars in Rivertowns Playhouse’s free outdoor performances of
“What the Constitution Means to Me” opening Saturday, July 12, in Irvington.

ton Ave. The weekly summer series continues
with the David Janeway Quintet featuring long-
time Hastings resident and jazz pianist David
Janeway. Rain location: the public library’s Orr
Room, 7 Maple Ave.

Guided Nature Walk

YONKERS

9:30 a.m. / Free. Lenoir Nature Preserve, 19
Dudley St. Register by emailing turlan@opon-
line.net. hras.org

President’s Garden Tour

YONKERS

11 a.m. / $25. Untermyer Park and Gardens,
945 N. Broadway. Purchase tickets online.
untermyergardens.org

Minnie Untermyer Concert Series:
Westchester Philharmonic’s Brass Quintet
YONKERS

5 p.m. / $35. Untermyer Park and Gardens,
945 N. Broadway. Purchase tickets online.
untermyergardens.org

Live Jazz: Steve Slagle Quartet
TARRYTOWN

4 and 6 p.m. / $25, $20 for students. Jazz
Forum Club, 1 Dixon Lane. jazzforumarts.org

7-9 p.m. / Free. MacEachron Waterfront Park.
Rain location: James Harmon Community Cen-
ter, 44 Main St. destinationhastings.org.

The Lark After Dark: '90s Summer
Dance Party

7 p.m. / $35, free for unlimited members. The
Lark Club, 50 S. Buckhout St. thelark.club/events

JULY16

“Read 25 in 25"

10 a.m. / Free. Picture Book at HudCo, 145 Pal-
isade St., Suite 200. Gather to read silently
together for 25 minutes in honor of Gretchen
Rubin’s challenge encouraging a daily hab-
it-building activity. RSVP at picturebookny.
com/calendar.

Outdoor Concert Series: Fran Vielma Quartet

6:30-8 p.m. / Free. Waterfront Park. A
pre-concert family-friendly Jitterbugs Jam
begins at 5:30. Cancellation due to inclement
weather will be announced by 2 p.m. on Face-
book and the website. jazzforumarts.org

JULY 15

JULY1T

Live Music: The Leo Belsky Trio

7-9 p.m. / No cover charge. Uncle Lefty’s,
583 Warburton Ave. uncleleftys.com

Sunset Concert Series: JigJam

Outdoor Live Music: Train of Thought

6-9 p.m. / No cover charge. Hudson Social,
11 Station Plaza. hudsonsocial.com

Summer Concert Series: Tangled Vine
TARRYTOWN

7-9 p.m. / Free. Pierson Park, 238 W. Main St.
Presented by the Tarrytown Recreation Depart-
ment. visitsleepyhollow.com

Stellar Summer Thursdays

YONKERS

3:30 p.m. / $20 for adults, $13 for ages 3-18,
$15 for students and seniors, free for members
and children under 3. Hudson River Museum,
511 Warburton Ave. This week's planetarium
show is “The Victorian’s Guide to the Galaxy.”
Recommended for ages 12 and up. Reserva-
tions recommended. hrm.org

JULY18

Press Play: Rewind to the "80s
ARDSLEY
8 p.m. / No cover charge. Saw Mill Tavern,

925 Saw Mill River Road. Reservations encour-
aged. smtavern.com

Toddler Storytime

10:30 a.m. / Free. Keeper's House, 15 Walnut
St. Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct and the
Dobbs Ferry Public Library team up for a story
and craft, followed by the opportunity to walk
on the trail. aqueduct.org

Friday Night River Jam

5-9 p.m. / Free. Waterfront Park. The sum-
mer concert series continues with The Archives
at 7 p.m., plus The Steak Truck food truck.
dobbsferry.gov,/recreation-department

Winter in July Movie Series:
“Home Alone”

8:30 p.m. / Free. East Lawn of the Keeper's
House, 15 Walnut St. Bring your own chair or
blanket and refreshments. aqueduct.org

Outdoor Concert Series: Javier

Madrazo Quartet

TARRYTOWN

6:30-8 p.m. / Free. Pierson Park, 238 W. Main.
St. A pre-concert family-friendly Jitterbugs Jam
begins at 5:30. Cancellation due to inclement
weather will be announced by 2 p.m. on Face-
book and the website. jazzforumarts.org

Live Jazz: Peter Bernstein Quartet
TARRYTOWN

7 and 9:30 p.m. / $35, $30 for students. Jazz
Forum Club, 1 Dixon Lane. Also on July 19.
jazzforumarts.org

Country-Pop Duo

TARRYTOWN

8 p.m. / $55-$95. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13
Main St. Rosanne Cash performs with her hus-
band, Grammy-winning songwriter and guitar-
ist John Leventhal. tarrytownmusichall.org

Submit events: rivertownsdispatch.com/contact-us
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ONGOING

Art Exhibit

ARDSLEY
Village Hall, 507 Ashford Ave. Paintings by resi-
dent Morry Silbiger are on view through August.

Farmers’ Market

Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Commuter Lof,
Southside Avenue. The season of weekly markets
runs through Nov. 22. hastingsfarmersmarket.org

Farmers’ Market

Sundays, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Main Street School,
101 Main St. The season of weekly markets runs
through Nov. 23. theirvingtonfarmersmarket.org

“The Irvington Gazette”

McVickar House, 131 Main St. The Irvington Histor-
ical Society showcases the local news source that
was published from 1907-1969. On view Thurs-
days and Saturdays. irvingtonhistoricalsociety.org

Octagon House Summer Tours
Various times Thursday-Monday / $29. The

Armour-Stiner Octagon House, 45 W. Clinton
Ave. The Classic Tour features a 1-hour look

RIVERTOWNS'
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“My almost 4-year-old
son recently broke
his collarbone...

Dr. Gallagher video
chatted with us within
15 minutes of his fall
and came to our
house to give him a
physical exam, saving
us so much time,
money, and stress by
avoiding the ER on a
Sunday night.”
—Rebecca L.

The Agenda

inside this unique National Historic Landmark
and the Preservation Tour explores its restoration
(through Sept. 21). For ages 7 and up. Advance
tickets required. armourstiner.com

“Alexander Jackson Davis:

Designer of Dreams”

TARRYTOWN

9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. / $10 Daily Grounds Pass.
Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway. The exhibition
explores Davis’ career as an architect and
designer as he completed work on Lyndhurst,
his Gothic Revival masterpiece. Through Sept.
23. lyndhurst.org

Lyndhurst Classic Mansion Tour
TARRYTOWN

10 a.m.-4 p.m. / $10-$26. Lyndhurst, 635 S.
Broadway. The guided tour encompasses the
first and second floors of the mansion, span-
ning approximately 16 rooms. Through Sept.
21. Timed-entry tickets required. lyndhurst.org

Lyndhurst 2025 Tours

TARRYTOWN

$35-$42. Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway.
“Upstairs-Downstairs Tour: From Top to Bottom”
and “Inside-Outside Tour: Mansion to Bowling
Alley” are offered on various dates through Nov.
2. Timed-entry tickets required. lyndhurst.org

Anime Exhibit

YONKERS

18 Ashford Avenue
Suite 3W
Dobbs Ferry

HOUSE CALLS | SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS | 24/7 ACCESS

914-330-8445

rivertownspeds.com

info@rivertownspeds.com

Blue Door Art Center, 13 Riverdale Ave. On
view through July 26. bluedoorartcenter.org

“Treason of the Blackest Dye” Exhibition

YONKERS

10 a.m.-5 p.m. / $6, $3 for seniors and stu-
dents. Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site,
29 Warburton Ave. Opening of the exhibit
highlighting infamous traitor Benedict Arnold
and the capture in Tarrytown of British spy
Maijor André. Curated by Revolutionary West-
chester 250. On view Wednesdays-Sundays
through Sept. 28. Timed-entry tickets required.
poccmrico.org/freason

UPGOMING

Celebrate Greenburgh Day
ARDSLEY
July 19 / 10 a.m. / $7 pool entrance fee; free

admission after 6 p.m. Anthony F. Veteran Park,
11 Olympic Lane. Rain date July 20. Festivities
include dunk tank, music, mini golf, inflatable
water slides, and face painting. Fireworks begin
after 9 p.m. greenburghny.com/parks

MorDance: “Fats Waller’s Rhythm”
DOBBS FERRY

July 19 / 7 p.m. / Free. Waterfront Park. The
vibrant, jazz-infused ballet is set to the swinging
sounds of the legendary composer and pianist.
mordance.org

As You Like It’

Continued from page 12

also sees such hope for people and what hu-
manity is capable of. And I think that that
is what this story is about, and what many
of his stories are about.”

The stage and seating will be located with-
in the open-air metal skeleton of a Goth-
ic-style greenhouse built on the Lyndhurst
property in the 1880s. Lyndhurst’s natural
green landscape is meant to add a backdrop
that’s fitting for the plot, much of which
unfurls in the Forest of Arden. Aviezer is
imagining that “As You Like It” will kick off
anew tradition of summer outdoor theater
at Lyndhurst, where audiences come early
to picnic before the shows, as is encouraged
for this production.

“I hope that people come and see ‘As You
Like It, and they will laugh, because it is a
comedy, but they will also recognize them-
selves in the play,” Aviezer said. “It happens
to be about politics and injustice, and love
and gender identity, and a lot of issues that
we're really discussing and grappling with
and debating right now as a society.”

“I think Elizabethan audiences would
find this really funny and I think modern
audiences would find this really funny,”
Frey said. “I think it’s for anyone who’s
been not sure about the person they are
in love with, and not sure if they are loved
back. It’s every rom-com [romantic com-
edy] ever.”

Performances of “As You Like It” at Lynd-
hurst will place Fridays and Saturdays at

Exhibit Opening and Curator Talk

DOBBS FERRY

July 23 / 7 p.m. / Free. Keeper's House, 15
Walnut St. “Takings: A History of Land Disputes”
features archival documents and research
related to the Croton Aqueduct. Register online.
aqueduct.org

Grateful To Be Alive

July 29 / 6-9 p.m. / Free. MacEachron Water-
front Park. The Grateful Dead cover band gives
a free concert.

Rivertowns Thrift: Upcycle Workshop

July 20 / 3-5 p.m. / $30. The Maker Hive, 203
Warburton Ave. Proceeds benefit the Hastings
Food Pantry. Kids under 10 must be accompanied
by an adult. Register online. makerhive.space

Homegrown Shakespeare:

“Romeo and Juliet”

OSSINING

July 19 / 4 and 7:30 p.m. / $30, $20 for
seniors and students. Bethany Arts Community,
40 Somerstown Road. Environment-conscious
actors craft their own character, costume, and
props before performing together with no
rehearsal. Ten percent of all ticket sales will be
donated to the local nonprofit Riverkeeper. Rec-
ommended for ages 8 and up. Also on July 20,
4 p.m. riversedgetheatre.com/onstage

Tal Aviezer as Jacques

6 p.m., from July 11 through Aug. 2. The
show is 90 minutes, without intermission.
Tickets cost $50.75, including service fees,
and come with early access to a picnic
area adjacent to the greenhouse starting
at 4:30 p.m. Visitors can bring their own
food, but Lyndhurst is also partnering with
Geordanes Neighborhood Market and My
Sherry &more to provide food and wine for
pre-purchase. For tickets and the food and
wine menu, visit lyndhurst.org. In the case
of cancellation due to inclement weather,
ticket holders will be alerted, via e-mail,
and provided refunds.



16 — Rivertowns Dispatch — Friday, July 11, 2025

Rivertowns Playhouse
Continued from page 11

ater company at Irvington Presbyterian
Church. Saliani’s vision extends beyond
staging plays. “We need stories. They'’re vi-
tal for society,” he said. “In this time of a
loneliness epidemic and digital saturation,
these real, human experiences — gathering
together, reflecting, laughing, questioning —
are what keep us connected to one another.”

In that spirit, “What the Constitution
Means to Me” will be presented free of
charge. The company has partnered with
community organizations associated with
the 14th Amendment — themes central to
the play — including Neighbors Link (em-
powering immigrants), The LOFT LGBTQ+
Community Center, and Planned Parent-
hood Hudson Peconic.

Local businesses have also joined the
cause, donating food and drink for “Pre-
amble Parties” after each performance. Se-
lect dates will feature talkbacks, inviting the

Fats Waller’s Rhythm’

Continued from page 1

credit. Waller died from pneumonia in 1943,
at age 39.

McEwen welcomes the performance of
“Fats Waller’s Rhythm” as an upbeat shift
from MorDance’s spring piece, “Trees,” which
was inspired by the science behind the ways
trees communicate with each other.

audience to share what the U.S. Constitution
means to them.

“We've done our best to not just give you a
great night of theater that makes you think,
but to take it one step further,” Shafer said.
“At the end of the play, the audience votes
— should we keep or abolish the Constitu-
tion? It’s symbolic, of course, but meaning-
ful. The idea is once you leave, how can you
continue participating in the society we all
help create?”

“Theater doesn’t have to preach,” she add-
ed. “It just has to open your heart. If youre
still thinking about the show the next day
— and it shapes how you vote, how you talk,
how you show up — that’s great theater.”

Gatewood agreed. “Democracy works best
when ‘we the people’ are actually participat-
ing,” she said. “If you've never felt included
in that phrase, maybe you'll feel a little more
seen by the end of the show. And if you've
always felt secure in it, maybe you’ll walk
away with a new perspective.”

To reserve seats, visit rivplayhouse.org.

“A lot of my work is inspired by environ-
mental justice, social justice, or just elevating
stories that haven’t typically been told on bal-
let stages,” McEwen explained. “And that’s re-
ally where ‘Fats Waller’s Rhythm’ came from.”

McEwen took on the challenge of choreo-
graphing a dance that would translate Waller’s
music through ballet, a genre more familiar
to McEwen but different from what was per-
formed at the house parties she references.

CLUB &P PILATES
ARDSLEY

—— New To Pillates? ——

Try Your First Class Free!

Boost Flexibility

Tone & Strengthen

Improve Balance

Charlotte Pearson as the Debater

That meant studying period dances from the
1920s through 1940s, and finding unique ways
to marry ballet with swing and jazz idioms.
“These tunes of Fats Waller are truly infec-
tious, and remembering him and his legacy,
and how he’s impacted jazz music, is a fun
thing to celebrate,” McEwen said. “There are
alot of people who don’t know the name Fats
Waller, but I think they know his tunes. So I
hope people leave maybe a little more curi-

(914) 292-1292 | 875 Saw Mill River Rd, Ardsley NY 10502 | clubpilates.com/ardsley

ous about him, his life, his music, his legacy.”
“Fats Waller’s Rhythm” will be per-
formed on July 19 at 7 p.m. On June 20,
from 9-11:4:5 a.m., MorDance will host four
free classes at the Dobbs Ferry Public Li-
brary. The classes include open-level yoga
for adults, creative movement for ages 3-5,
contemporary dance for ages 9-12, and bal-
let for ages 6-8. There’s no pre-registration
needed for the classes or performance.




Squillante
Continued from page 3

house and in between go into their backyard
and make photographs. I immediately re-
alized the Hudson was a powerful subject.
My signature photograph “Boy Fishing” was
captured there in 1976. It is the opening pho-
tograph for Lens on the Hudson.

I live in Peekskill. I could walk a mile
down the hill from my house, and there’s a
beautiful spot on the river. And I can go an
hour away, and I'll have a different look, a
different feeling, a different mood. For a pho-
tographer, what more can somebody ask?

I started to see the results in the darkroom,
and the pictures were powerful. I realized,
even as a beginner, this is a powerful subject,
and that’s why I kept going. It nourished me.

RD: Can you describe your current photog-
raphy exhibit at the Hudson River Museum?

JS: “Lens on the Hudson” opened May 9,
and because of the great response, they’ve ex-
tended it. I began to work on the project with
Laura Vookles, the curator at the museum.
She said, “Joe, we want to do environmen-
tal awareness and conservation.” My focus
was on the beauty of the river, the magnif-
icence of the river, carrying on the Hudson
River painters’ tradition. So when she said
she wanted to do environmental awareness
and conservation, I said, “Oh boy, I have to
dig pretty deeply!” I had plenty of that type
of work, but it was done for [the nonprof-
it conservation organizations] Riverkeep-

NOT SHOWN:

Jordan Fakhoury, DO

Evan Gaines, MD

Patrick Murray, MD

Paul S. Ragusa, MD

Thomas Schmicker, MD

Mario Voloshin, DPM, FACFAS

(Left to right) Pete Seeger at the Strawberry Festival in Be
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cradles K68 bald eagle. Photos by Joseph Squillante.

er, Scenic Hudson, Clearwater. They were
jobs or I was helping them out with different
projects. So a lot of those photos were never
exhibited. Laura likes pictures that have nev-
er been shown, so she was very happy with
that. I soon realized that we had to show
some of the beautiful landscapes to contrast
the challenges on the river. She understood
that, and she grasped that idea of mine. We
had a companionship, working and putting
it together. I really applaud her curatorial
ability. This exhibit has color photographs,

black-and-white photographs, and silver
gelatin prints that I made in the darkroom.

RD: What'’s your hope for the future of
the Hudson?

JS: My hope is that the general public be-
comes inspired to protect the river, to not take
it for granted. The Hudson River hasbeen a
touchstone for activism. My work has been
more of a passive environmental approach.
People asked me to photograph different
kinds of'situations. It’s been all about my love

acon. Jumping in at St. Alphonsus Seminary. Wildlife biologist Craig Thompson
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of the Hudson and the visual splendor of the
river, but now, as a result of this exhibit and
being pushed by Laura Vookles, a lightbulb
went on in my head. Now I realize I have to
take the power of my photography and use
it more actively, not passively, to protect the
environment and protect the Hudson River.

For more information on “Lens on the Hud-
son,” visit www.hrm.org > exhibitions > lens-
on-the-hudson. For more information on Jo-
seph Squillante, visit josephsquillante.com.

“Right out of surgery, I had no need for
pain medication. I felt like a new man!”

Howard J. Luks, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon
Leading Sports Medicine Specialist

— Ken C., MAKOplasty® knee replacement patient
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Ardsley battles, but falls, to Mount Pleasant

BY ROB DIANTONIO

It was down-to-the-wire, where every run
mattered, when the Ardsley Panthers faced
the Mount Pleasant Colonials in a 10-and-un-
der contest of the Greater Hudson Valley
Baseball League. Host Ardsley made a val-
iant effort in the pitcher’s duel, but narrowly
fell 2-1 at McDowell Park on Tuesday, July 8.

Ellis Newman was admirable on the
mound for the Panthers, exhibiting pin-
point control while striking out six batters
over 5.1 innings.

The Colonials scored two runs in the top
of the first inning to take an early lead on the
strength of an RBI single and a steal of home.

Ardsley threatened in the bottom of the
second inning when Luke Forlenza singled
and reached third base but was stranded.
In the top of the third, shortstop Patrick

Chalmers and second
baseman Forlenza

Ardsley 1 made strong defensive
Mt. Pleasant 2 plays for the first two
outs. Newman was
then hit by a hard line

drive, but gutted his way out of the inning
with a strikeout.

Newman started the bottom of the third
inning with a single. Drew Strongin pinch-
ran for Newman and reached third base.
James Lanza walked to set up first and third.
Strongin scored on an errant throw to cut
the deficit to 2-1.

Jack Cary roped a two-out double to
right center in the bottom of the fifth. Lan-
za walked, but both Cary and Lanza were
stranded.

With one out in the top of the sixth in-
ning, Parker Goldberg came on in relief. He

Second baseman Luke Forlenza fires to first.

needed just one pitch to get out of a jam as
he induced a ground ball to third baseman
Strongin, who stepped on the bag for the
force out and fired to first baseman Albert
Liu for the double play.

Ardsley had the momentum heading into

First baseman Albert Liu goes for the tag.

Ardsley’s Ellis Newman delivers a pitch. Photos by Rob DiAntonio.

the bottom of the sixth inning but was un-
able to capitalize. Liu walked with two outs.
Strongin fought off multiple pitches facing a
3-2 count, but popped out to the shortstop
to end the game.

The Panthers, who dropped to 2-1 with

the loss, opened the season with a double-
header sweep of Bulldogs Baseball Acade-
my (7-5, 9-5) on June 28. They were sched-
uled to host the YBNR Huguenots on July 9.
They then have road games against Rye on
July 11 and Rockland Elite Gold on July 13.

Drew Strongin hustles to third base.
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Ardsley and
Hastings |
swim to

stalemate

BY ROB DIANTONIO

It all came down to the final few relay rac-
es on Wednesday morning, July 9, with Ard-
sley Swim Club and Hastings locked in a tie.

The teams split the final four relays: Host
Ardsley Swim Club won the 13-and-under
girls’ and 17U boys’; Hastings came out on
top in the 13U boys’ and 17U girls’ That
resulted in the overall meet ending with a
score of 194-194.

“The kids swam great and it was a good
meet,” Ardsley Swim Club coach Billy Fin-
nerty said. “It’s hard to predict how these
things will go, but it was exciting. I love a
close meet.”

Triple winners for Ardsley Swim Club
were Grant Schmitt (8U, freestyle, but-
terfly, breaststroke), Harper McCormack
(101U, freestyle, butterfly, breaststroke),
Connor Gray (17U, freestyle, backstroke,
butterfly), and Arthur Dillon (12U, free-
style, butterfly, breaststroke). Duke Diab
was a double winner in 10U, taking home
gold in the breaststroke and butterfly. On
top of winning the 13U girls’ and 17U boys’
relays, ASC was victorious in the 8U boys’
and 10U girls’ relays.

Triple winners for Hastings were Gracie
Cleary (8U, backstroke, breaststroke, but-
terfly), Toby Chen (14U, freestyle, breast-
stroke, butterfly), and Velvet Marsh (17U,
freestyle, breaststroke, butterfly). Double
winners included Dante Eterovic (10U,
freestyle, backstroke), Madeleine McMa-
hon (12U, freestyle, breaststroke), Olivia
Roca (12U, backstroke, butterfly), Violet
Campanelli (14U, freestyle, butterfly), and
Barbara Chang (14U, backstroke, breast-
stroke). Hastings also won the 8U girls’ and
10U boys’ relays.

It was Hastings’ first meet of the season
and the second for Ardsley Swim Club. ASC
defeated Ardsley Country Club 261-77 in
its season opener on July 7. ASC returns to
the pool when it travels to Siwanoy on July
14. Hastings’ next meet is at home against
Lakenridge on July 15.

(Top) Connor Gray of Ardsley swims

the butterfly. (Middle left) Duke Diab of
Ardsley swims the breaststroke. (Middle
right) Gracie Cleary of Hastings swims the
breaststroke. (Bottom) Harper McCormack
of Ardsley waits to dive in during a relay.
Photos by Rob DiAntonio.




20 — Rivertowns Dispatch — Friday, July 11, 2025

i

HUDCO
Space for big ideas.

Coworking club | Corporate meeting venue | www.hudco.co

PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATE S. JORDAN



