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MAURY ALLEN

Sharing
a love
of the
Hudson

A photographer’s
exhibit focuses
on the river.

| The natural beauty of the

Hudson River was noted as far
back as 1609 by English explor-
er Henry
Hudson, for
whom it is
named.

Fisher-
man Henry
Gourdine of
Ossining has
enjoyed the
ebb and
flow, the
form and se-
renity, the
grace and
majesty of
the river for most of his 90
years.

Yonkers photographer Jo-
seph Squillante, who dates his
love affair with the river to a
journey along its banks some
20 years ago, is dedicating his
photographic exhibit, “A Visual
Voyage: The Romance of Wa-
ter,” to Gourdine.

“Henry makes shad nets for
catching roe shad from the riv-
er from a ball of cotton twine.
He is probably one of very few
who still use this old method. I
decided to photograph him in
his Ossining home as he en-
gaged in this art,” said Squil-
lante.

Gourdine told Squillante of
the days poor fishermen could
feed their families on the catch,
mostly bass, from the erystal-
clear river.

The photographer has as-
sembled close to 50 of his most
stirring river photographs for
an exhibit that will run from
this week through Oect. 15 with
an opening reception set for 2-
4 p.m. Sunday at the gallery at
the Ossining Public Library.

Joseph
Squillante

Squillante, who operates his
studio called Silver Ink at 558
Kimball Ave. in Yonkers with
his wife, Carol Capobianco, is
also a contributing editor for
the Riverkeeper, a newsletter
published by the Hudson Riv-
erkeeper Fund in Garrison.

“When I met Henry, I decid-
ed it was important to docu-
ment this kind of historic river
work,” Squillante said. “I
wanted it to be part of the
exhibit.”

Squillante, who at one time
did free-lance photography for
Gannett Suburban Newspa-
pers, is hopeful his traveling
exhibit will also make it to
galleries or libraries in lower
Westchester.

The river runs from its nar-
row source at Lake Tear of the
Clouds on Mount Marcy in the
Adirondacks to its mouth at
New York harbor, a winding,
meandering distance of some
316 miles. *

“The river, through all its
harsh mistreatments by hu-
mankind, is still a most majes-
tic gift to see. It affords me
great opportunities for work
whenever I visit its shores. The
Hudson needs deep caring and
it is for this purpose that I
shall always continue to work
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Photo by Joseph Squillante
Fisherman Henry Gourdine of Ossining knits a shad fishing net of
cotton and twine in one of the photos that will be on display,
starting Sunday, at the gallery at the Ossining Public Library.

for this great river,” he said.

The photographs on exhibit
will sell for anywhere from
$175 to $450. They will be
available to purchasers shortly
after the exhibit closes next
month.

“One of the thrills of working
the river is meeting with peo-
ple such as Henry Gourdine
and listening to him spin sto-
ries about fishing in the river
in the early part of this centu-
ry,” Squillante said.

A Mount Vernon resident,
Squillante, 43, first showed
some of his Hudson photos in
January in Herkimer County in
the Arts Center of Old Forge.

“I wanted this exhibit to be
seen by as many people as
possible, in as many locations
along the river as I could .
reach,” he said. “It is a thrill to
have it in Ossining now, and
I'm looking forward to showing
it in Yonkers and Mount Ver-
non.” -

“Henry Gourdine’s romance
with the river began well be-
fore I was born. I dedicate this
exhibit to him and to his voy-
age,” Squillante said.

Maury Allen is a columnist
and staff writer for Gannett
Suburban Newspapers.




