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MAURY ALLEN

Hudson
River is
favorite
subject

Joe Squillante began his pro-
fessional photographic career
with a cheap camera at a
friend’s wedding.

“I was fooling with cameras
as a hobby. I was working for a
bank in their marketing depart-
ment. I was asked to shoot the
wedding. It had to be right. If
you miss at a wedding they
don’t do it over again for you,”
he said.

The Mount Vernon resident
made a success at that wedding
and has made a success of just
about every shot since. He has
now established himself as one
of the most recognizable pho-
tographers of one of the state's
most cherished sources of natu-
‘ral beauty.

“I have a friend, Tom Scara-
no, who lives in the small up-
state village of Tivoli. He has
his house on the Hudson River.
I began shooting the river. I
became fascinated with its
beauty. The river is so rich and
beautiful,” he said.

Squillante, who did free-
lance work for Gannett Subur-
ban Newspapers at one time,
began specializing in photo-
graphing the glory of the river.
He has collected magnificent
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photos along the Hudson for the
past 15 years.

Squillante travels often from
his home in Fleetwood to the
source of the river at Lake Tear
of the Clouds on Mount Marcy
in the Adirondacks.

The Hudson stretches 316
miles from its source to its
mou_th in New York Harbor.

Many of these exquisite shots
along the river, over the river
and in the river have been
collected in a photographic ex-
hibit called, “A Visual Voyage:
The Romance of Water,” now
being shown in The Arts Center
in Old Forge in upstate Her-
kimer County.

The show, which began earli-
er this month, will be on exhibit
through April 4.

“I am hoping to bring the

show to the Yonkers and Mount
Vernon area if we can get the
proper studio for exhibit,” said
Squillante, 43, who maintains a
Yonkers studio at 558 Kimball
Ave. with his wife, Carol Ca-
pobianco, a free-lance copy edi-

. tor and the office manager.

Squillante, who was born in
the Bronx, lived in Manhattan
and later Greenburgh before
moving to Mount Vernon about
20 years ago. He was always a
determined man.

“I was once arrested in Ossin-
ing for not moving when I was
told to do so while I was cover-
ing a fire for Gannett,” he said.
“I still got my shots.”

After the romance with his
camera began, Squillante stud-
ied at the School of Visual Arts
and the New School for Social
Research in New York City.
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Joseph Squillante, a Mount Vernon photographer, has been shooting the Hudson River for 15 years.
Many of his photographs have been collected in an exhibit called “A Visual Voyage: The Romance of
Water," now being shown in The Arts Center in Old Forge in upstate Herkimer County.

“I have had a varied career
in photography with my inte-
rests running from architecture
and landscape to still life and
performing arts,” he said.

“*Nothing, however, captures
my interest the way the river
does,” he said.

Squillante’s photos in the Old
Forge exhibit include shots of
the natural beauty of the river
at various locations, the towns
and cities along the river and
the people using its beauty for
their own joy.

“I never stop enjoying the
beauty of the river,” he said. .
“The river, through all its harsh
mistreatments by humankind, is -
still a most majestic gift to see.”

Maury Allen is a staff writer
and columnist for Gannett
Suburban Newspapers.




