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As donors to Beacon Institute, what is it
that most moltivates you to give?

Joe: “What John [Cronin| and the
Institute are doing is more than
important—it's essential to the way we
look at the environment. When John
invited me to apen the center here—that
was very special to me. The Institute was
supportive of my work as a photographer
capturing the beauty of the river. It was
just a natural union and | hope 1o be
able to continue supporting the [nstitute
in many ways."

Carol: "Joe has been following the river
for a long time—230 years or more, |
learned to love the river through Joe, and
also came to do environmental work as
well.”

How did you come 1o be so involved
with the Hudson?

Joe: “My first picture along the river was
in 1975, and you know, at that time the

river was still like an open sewer. There

were industrial manufacturers who

dumped waste directly into the river.

Bul | saw the work that was done by the
environmental groups—there were really
greal changes being made. How could
you not want to be a part of that?”

Carol: “Especially the scientific research.
One of my past jobs was as Director

of the Saw Mill River Coalition. That's
where | really learned about water
quality and monitoring and gained

an understanding of the importance

of scientific research. You can go to
municipalities and you can go to
government agencies and say 'Hey, this
is where it's at, these are the facts about
the water,” Beacon Institute’s plan to
do this kind of research for the Hudson
River in real time is an extraordinary
challenge and will be an even more

extraordinary resource when completed.”

What is your impression of the
Institute’s impact on the public?

Joe: To me, the Institute serves as a
touchstone, a way people can learn
about and understand the Hudson River
and beyond. | feel that the Institute
Fi!'(l\'[{ll“- people with a sense of comiort

and hope that things are being done and
there are people who care about the
health of the Hudson.”

Carol: “I also like that the Institute is
reaching out to the whole length of the
river. That is so important—many of the
other environmental organizations cover
only the estuary or a smaller segment of
the river.” |

Joe: “That also resonates with me. Inmy |
photography, | show people the whole |
complexion of the river as it changes,

all the way from Lake Tear of the Cloucds ‘
right down to New York City. There are
some people who are quite surprised
that it starts as a small lake on Mount
Marcy, the highest peak in the state. l
Even conveying that bit of knowledge
confirms for me that the work that | do

is important. All the effort and energy

I put into creating strong images gives
people the sense of the grandeur and
beauty of the Hudson. The more they
recognize how visually beautiful it is, the
more they will protect it, That is really

my mission—to raise awareness of the
beauty of the river through phatography.”

Carol: “Everywhere we go, we find so
many people who love this river. We
think of the river as a unifying thread.”
Joe: “No matter where it is, up and down
the river, both sides—there's a certain
spirit that connects people who are close
to the river. It's a very powertul force

and a special place and that's why | feel
blessed to be able to do the work that

| do. Al Beacon Institute, we have seen
many initiatives moving forward in a
strong way. That kind of growth in the
organization strengthens our belief in the
Institute and makes us feel like we would
like to do more, too.”

“To me, the Institute serves as a
touc J’Num', a way pe 'pr.’u can
learn about and understand the
Hudson River and beyond. | feel
that the Institute provides people
with a sense of comfort and hope
that things are being done and
there are people who care about
the health of the Hudson,”
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